
Unit Plan 

Jeff Dojcsak

11th Grade American Literature

November 5th- November 26th, 2013

42 minute periods, 6 classes a day

Organizing Principle:  

The central work of this unit is over “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.” The theme of the unit will be the difference between nature and civilization found in the novel as well as the inhumanity that men possess. The genre of the unit will consist of a focus of satire and Adventure Fiction. The unit will have days where the class will go over the required reading preceded by reading checks. Other days will have activities or quizzes/tests.

Themes:

A. Huck Finn’s growth

B. Man’s inhumanity to man

C. Individuality against society 

D. Civilization vs the river and the freedom found with it (nature)

E. Slavery and the inhumanity of it by 19th century white society

Student learning goals:

The goals for this unit will be for the students to know how to find and assess relationships between characters and to understand the theme of the novel. Reading every night and then discussing the material based off of guided questions from the teacher will help the students understand and meet these goals. Another goal for the students is to locate and understand the satire, cliches, and irony that Mark Twain writes in the novel.

After this unit is finished, the students will: 

1. Understand the different dialects 

2. be able to locate “irony” with examples from the book

3. identify and discuss themes of the book

7. Discuss and mark satire found in the novel

A. Sentimentality (excessive tenderness, sadness, or nostalgia) and gullibility (easily 
deceived)

B. Religion and it's long established rules

C. Novels and poetry on the topic of romance

D. Bloodshed and the supposed honor found with it

8. Define and give examples of these terms:

• Simile

• Setting

• Allusion

• Point of view

• Digression

• Satire

• Malapropism

8. Bring to light contrasts between Twain's and Huck's point of view.

9. Pick out other details that are not directly stated.

Standards: 

Content Area:  AYA Langauge Arts

State Standard: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.9 Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.6 Analyze a case in which grasping a point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

Benchmarks: Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 


how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 


the course of the text. 

Indicator: Read, analyze, discuss, and understand the concepts and ideas written by Mark Twain found in the The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn novel.

Other materials used:  

Cooperating Teacher's notes

Twain, Mark. Mark Twain Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. New York: Dover Publications, 1994. Print. 

“Twain publishes The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.” 2013. The History Channel website. Oct 25 2013, 11:31 http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/twain-publishes-the-adventures-of-huckleberry-finn.

Henry, Peaches. "The Struggle for Tolerance: Race and Censorship in Huckleberry Finn." The Struggle for Tolerance: Race and Censorship in Huckleberry Finn. 

Schlensky, Jane. A Teacher's Guide to the Signet Classics Edition of Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. New York, NY: Penguin Group (USA) INC. , Print. 

Assessment plan:

Day 1: Activity: Dialect 

Day 2: Activity: Characterization

Day 3: Activity: Superstition

Day 4: Reading check with discussion

Day 5: Quiz on Chapters 1-15. 

Day 6: Activity: Theme

Day 7:  Activity: Satire 

Day 8: Reading Check with discussion 

Day 9: Quiz on Chapters 16-30. Questions will be found in attached study guide among other less topical short answer questions.

Day 10: Activity: Coming of Age theme

Day 11: Activity: Romanticism theme

Day 12: Reading Check with discussion

Day 13: Quiz on Chapters 31-43. Questions will be found in attached study guide among other less topical short answer questions.

Days 15 and 16: First test day will consist of matching vocab, terms,characters, and multiple choice on the theme of the book and other topics. The second day will consist of short answer essay questions that focus on irony and other themes. 

Daily plans specify the teacher and student activities for each day. Each lesson description will state: (1) the specific learning goals, (2) materials, equipment or resources other than those readily available, (3) a brief description of student and teacher activities, (4) and any assessment strategy(ies).

Introduction - 

Chapters I-V

Chapters VI-X

Chapters  XI-XV

I-XV Quiz

Chapters-XVI-XX

Chapters XXI-XXV

Chapters XXVI-XXX

 XVI-XXX Quiz

Chapters XXXI-XXV

Chapters XXXVI-XL

Chapters XLI-XLIII

XXXI-XLIII Quiz 

Test Review


Unit Test Part 1

Unit Test Part 2

T - Dialect

W - Characterization

R - Superstition

F - Discussion

M 

T - Theme

W - Romanticism

R - Discussion

F

M - Coming of Age

T - Satire

W - Discussion

R

F - Test Review

M 

T
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11/6/13

11/7/13

11/8/13

11/11/13

11/12/13

11/13/13

11/14/13

11/15/13

11/18/13

11/19/13

11/20/13

11/21/13

11/22/13

11/25/13

11/26/13

Daily plans
Tuesday, November 5th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals:

Students will understand the purpose that dialects serve in the novel.

Students will understand the history of Mark Twain and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources:

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities:

Prompt students to discuss prior knowledge and list facts on the board

 Ask students what they want to know about Mark Twain and record answer on board; prompt students to make notes as well 

Activity #1 

· On the chalkboard write these words," Hello! How are you? What is new?"

Have one student read the words on the board. Explain that he/she had no difficulty reading these words because they are in formal, written English. This is a common greeting found in everyday application. However, there are many variations on this same greeting found around America. Different people in different parts of the country (or in other English-speaking countries) say the same thing differently. In Australia, for example, a person may hear, "G'day, Mate! How's it goin'?"

Huck's Dialect:


"that ain’t no matter," "it warn’t no time to be sentimentering," 

Jim's Dialect:


"I ain’ gwyne to len’ no mo’ money ’dout I see security. Boun’ to git yo’ money back a 
hund’d times, de preacher says! Ef I could git de ten cents back, I’d call it squah, en be 
glad er de chanst."

Invite students to think of as many different ways of saying this same phrase as they can.

What does this word sound like? What does the speaker probably mean?

Explain to students that there are hundreds of dialects in the English

language. Some dialects will be used in Huckleberry Finn, the book they are about to read. These dialects include the Missouri black dialect; the extremest form of the backwoods Southwestern dialect; the ordinary “Pike County” dialect; and four modified varieties of this last. 

“I make this explanation for the reason that without it many readers would suppose that all these characters were trying to talk alike and not succeeding.” - Mark Twain

Lead a “wrap up” discussion at the end and invite students to share observations, new questions they have, etc.

Continue on to Controversy surrounding the novel's usage in schools. 

· “In the long controversy that has been Huckleberry Finn's history, the novel has been criticized, censored, and banned for an array of perceived failings, including obscenity, atheism, bad grammar, coarse manners, low moral tone, and anti-southernism. Every bit as diverse as the reasons for attacking the novel, Huck Finn's detractors encompasses parents, critics, authors, religious fundamentalists, right​wing politicians, and even librarians.”

· “The most outspoken opponent to Huck Finn has been John Wallace, a former administrator at the Mark Twain Intermediate School (Fairfax County, Virginia), who in 1982, while serving on the school's Human Relations Committee, spearheaded a campaign to have Huck stricken from school curricula. A decision by the school's principal to yield to the Human Relations Committee's recommendations was later overridden by the superintendent of schools. Repeatedly scoring the book as "racist trash," Wallace has raised the issue in other school districts throughout his twenty​ eight​ year tenure in public education. Since the Fairfax County incident, he has appeared on ABC's "Nightline" and CNN's "Freeman Reports" and has traveled the country championing the cause of black children who he says are embarrassed and humiliated by the legitimization of "nigger" in public schools. Devoted to the eradication of Huck Finn from the schools, he has "authored" an adapted version of Twain's story. “

· Before this point, however, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been creating a stir since it was published in 1885. Twain (the pen name of Samuel Clemens) first introduced Huck Finn as the best friend of Tom Sawyer, hero of his tremendously successful novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer(1876). Though Twain saw Huck's story as a kind of sequel to his earlier book, the new novel was far more serious, focusing on the institution of slavery and other aspects of life in the antebellum South. Two decades after the Emancipation Proclamation and the Civil war the book was published and almost instantly the book was opposed by librarians and critic. The novel has been referred to as “racist” and the narrator “coarse” and “ignorant.” After the first library in Massachusetts banned the book from its shelves, other libraries began to do the same. In the 1950’s, African-American groups fired at the book for being racist in its portrayal of the black characters contrary to other critics whom believe the book to be a strong criticism of slavery and racism. 

· Aside from its controversial nature and its continuing popularity with young readers, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has been hailed by many serious literary critics as a masterpiece. No less a judge than Ernest Hemingway famously declared that the book marked the beginning of American literature: "There was nothing before. There has been nothing as good since."

Activity #2: Dialect 


For the remainder of the class and as homework, students will start a dialect activity that both stimulate interest and deals with dialect. 


The students will read an excerpt from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn with a quote from Jim found on page 43 of the novel. 

"Well, you see, it 'uz dis way. Ole missus -- dat's Miss Watson -- she pecks on me all de time, en treats me pooty rough, but she awluz said she wouldn' sell me down to Orleans. But I noticed dey wuz a nigger trader roun' de place considable lately, en I begin to git oneasy. Well, one night I creeps to de do' pooty late, en de do' warn't quite shet, en I hear old missus tell de widder she gwyne to sell me down to Orleans, but she didn' want to, but she could git eight hund'd dollars for me, en it 'uz sich a big stack o' money she couldn' resis'. De widder she try to git her to say she wouldn' do it, but I never waited to hear de res'. I lit out mighty quick, I tell you. 

The students will read this passage out loud and hear how the dialect is different from the first excerpt. After listening, the students must reproduce the quote but in Standard English. This will be collected at the end of class or as homework.

Allow extra time at the end of class to begin reading the novels. 

Daily plans 

Wednesday November 6th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (1-5) 

Students will interpret the thoughts and language of a character.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

 (3) Student and teacher activities;

Class will begin with last night’s homework being passed up. 

Students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions: 

· Who is the narrator in the story and what do we know about him so far? 

his mother is dead, his father is the town drunk, he has "a dollar a day . . . all the year round" income, he lacks "book learning," hates the "sivilized" ways, is keenly observant of details around him, and is a realist. 

·  Twain frequently uses Irony in this novel. What is ironic about Huck's joining of the band of robbers? Pg 13

· In Huck’s mind, what does being civilized mean? What does civilized  mean to you? 

· Who nearly discovers the two boys in Chapter 2? What does twain reveal about the slave?

· Where did Tom get his knowledge of the robber bands? How would you describe Tom?

· How is Twain’s point of view expressed and how is it different from Huck’s point of view in chapter 3?

· Why does Huck become upset when he sees the footprint with the cross mark on the heel? What is the first thing that he does  and why?

· What role does superstition play in the story? 

Examples of the terms simile, setting, allusion, point of view, digression, satire, and malapropism 

Activity: Characterization


The activity for this day focuses on Characterization and interpreting the thoughts and language of a character. The character that students will be emulating will be Huckleberry Finn when he is joining Tom Sawyer's band of burglars. 


On pages 19-20, Tom Sawyer and the other boys are explaining the parameters of joining the band of burglars and how betrayal between burglars will end in bloodshed for the respective families. Unfortunately for Huckleberry Finn, he has no family except for Miss Watson. 


Rather than reading and interpreting a quote by a character as found in the previous activity, students must instead write and recreate Huckleberry Finn's dialect in a letter to Miss Watson that explains why he has offered her to the gang as collateral instead of using the Widow. 


The letter must be at least two paragraphs (5-7 complete sentences) with a header and a closing. 

Daily plans

Thursday November 7th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (6-10) 

Students will learn how to recognize superstitions and their place in the character's lives by relating the story to their lives. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;


Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

Reading Check

(3) Student and teacher activities;

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions: 

· One of the funniest speeches in the book when read aloud is Pap’s speech found in Chapter 6 about the government (37-38). What makes this speech so funny?

· Despite the humor, what dark note does the chapter end?

· After the first three chapters, critics point out that Twain took a break from the book and did not return for some time. Once he began again on Chapter 4, the novel’s tone may have been altered. Has anyone noticed a difference between the first three chapters and the chapters that follow? What is the change?

· Why does Huck go through the trouble of faking his murder?

· Why will Huck so readily accept the fact that Abolitionists are bad? What does his decision to keep Jim’s secret show about Huck’s character? Have you seen any change from Huck's character before?

Activity: Superstition


For this section of the day, students will learn how to recognize superstitions and their place in the character's lives by relating the story to their lives. 

 
The first section has two questions that need to be answered before the group work may start. The first question will have students list five superstitions found in today's society, even if they don't believe in them. The second question will be a 100-125 word essay that has the students explain an instance in their life when something happen that seemed to have been caused by a superstition. These will be shared with the rest of the class. 


 Next, the group work will begin in groups of 3-4. Each group will find five examples of where Huckleberry Finn shows a belief in superstition in the novel. For each superstition listed there will be a meaning to Huck that needs to be explained and what aspect of life it helps Huck explain. 

(4) Assessment

Activity results

Daily plans 

Friday November 8th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (11-15) 

Students will have had an effective review of the Quiz for the next day. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Class will begin with a reading check given out to the students. 5-7 minutes will be given to complete the check. 

After all reading checks are finished and passed in, students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions:

· What leads the woman in Chapter 11 to believing that Huck is a boy? How does she confirm this suspicion? 

· What can you infer about Jim’s natural intelligence from his help with the raft?

· How can we tell that Huck values human life much more than the robbers do? What else does his conversation with the steamboat operator reveal about his character? 

· What is your opinion of the conversation between Jim and Huck about King Solomon and French Language? 

· After this discussion, what can you infer about the relationship between the two runaways?

· What joke did Huck play on Jim? What was the outcome? 

· Most readers find Huck’s joke on Jim funny. Why do they change their minds in the end? Why does it take Huck so long to apologize (15 minutes) to Jim? 

· What does this scene say about Huck and Jim’s relative humanity and maturity?

*Involve discussion questions that may not have been brought up on previous days. *

Daily plans

Monday November 11th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

Have read and understand content found in chapters I-XV.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students have 5 minutes to study their study guide questions for the quiz

Have students clear their desks leaving the Quiz, a pencil, and the student's notes on the chapters required. 

Allow the rest of the hour (42 minute periods) to finish their quizzes and then read their novel quietly if finished early. 

Quizzes are turned in on teacher's desk along with notes used. 

(4) Assessment

Chapters I-XV Quiz

Daily plans

Tuesday November 12th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (16-20) 

Students will recognize how the narration often helps advance the themes of a story.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;


Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Pencil

Extra paper

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions: 

· When Huck and Jim are getting closer to the town of Cairo, they both have different reactions. What are the reactions and why do they have them?

· What conflict is Huck feeling after Jim explains his plans for the future? What are Jim's plans?

· How do both Grangerfords and Shepherdsons exhibit religious hypocrisy? Explain Twain's use of the families' feuding as satire of Civil War mentality?

· If the author's aim is to attack the tradition of feuding and that false code of honor, why does Twain not make one of the families cowardly?

· What is the allusion contained in the marriage of Sophia and Harney?

· What part of the story with the two families traumatizes Huck and how do we know? What would you have done?

· At what does Huck say about his raft and why does he say it? 

· How does Huck meet the duke and the Dauphin and what causes the elder man to claim royalty also? 

· Do you think that Twain is satirizing the excessive religious fervor found in the camp-meeting? Or is he simply describing it?

Activity: Theme


For this activity, students will recognize how the narration often helps advance the themes of a story. Since Huck is the narrator of the story, the novel is seen through his eyes. In many cases, Huck will make a comment on an event that will tie in with a theme. For example, on page 48, the people believe that bread with quicksilver in it will float to a drowned body inn the water (superstition). Huck comments on this and shows how hypocrisy is found in religion. 


Students will be tasked with finding more instances in the novel where Huck has a comment that seems to have a deeper meaning to it. Huck Finn’s growth, man’s inhumanity to man,  individuality against society, and civilization vs the river and the freedom found with it (nature) will each have a quote from chapters VII-XV that touch on these themes. Students must cite the quote with a page number and explain how the theme is tied to the quote.

Daily plans

Wednesday November 13th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

Students will recognize how the author may use satire to ridicule and criticize society through subtle or even overt means. 

Students will interpret the thoughts and language of a character.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

(3) Student and teacher activities;

What is satire? 

*Save these questions for future use*

· Hamlet's soliloquy on page 136 is just a mixture of different lines from other plays written by Shakespeare. Do you recognize any of them?

· What does Col. Sherbourne say about “the average man”? (Pg. 144) This is probably Twain's bitterest attack on people. Do you agree with Sherbourne comments on the people? 

· With the drunk in the circus that turns out to be a trick rider; who turns out to be the fooled one? 

· Why is Huck so surprised that Jim cares so much for his children?

· On page 162, what is Huck referring to when he says, “I never see anything so disgusting”?

Activity: Satire


For this activity, students will recognize how the author may use satire to ridicule and criticize society through subtle or even overt means. 


Huckleberry Finn and Jim meet their fair share of characters on their adventure down the river. Many critics believe that Mark Twain uses most of these characters as a tool to point out and criticize human nature and foolishness. An example would be in chapter XXI where the King attempts to recount a famous scene from Hamlet. Instead of reciting this soliloquy perfectly, Mark Twain has the King recite the lines inaccurately and mocks humanity's fear of death through the distorted lines. 


The class will be divided into small groups of 3-4 where each group must create a chart explaining how each given character may be satirizing human nature. The character that will be used for this will be the two slave hunters from chapter XVI, Grangerford Family, how the King and Duke steal from the congregation, Col. Sherburn killing Boggs, the Royal Nonesuch, and how the King and Duke pose as Peter Wilkes' brothers. 


Each group will name the aspect of human nature that is being satirized and then explain it together. Using the  Seven Deadly Sins as a guide will help the students come up with ideas.

Daily plans

Thursday November 14th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (26-30) 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;


Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Class will begin with a reading check given out to the students. 5-7 minutes will be given to complete the check. 

After all reading checks are finished and passed in, students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions: 

· Why does Huck start to feel remorse about the hoax in which he is involved in?

· What would you suppose is Twain's opinion of the human race at this point in the novel?

· Who do you think is the worst of the two, the Duke or the King? Why?

· Chapters 27, 28, and 29 move along quickly and hold your attention. Why do you think this is?

· Quote on pg 181-182 explains a great deal about Huck's increasing maturity and understanding of humanity, as well as his keen observations. What is explained?

· What single incident proves the king and the duke to be as stupid as the townspeople?

· Would you have kept the money for yourself, went along with the King and Duke's plan, or follow Huck's actions and give it to Mary Ann?

*Involve discussion questions that may not have been brought up on previous days. *

Daily plans

Friday November 15th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;


Have read and understand content found in chapters XVI-XXX

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

3. Student and teacher activities;

Students have 5 minutes to study their study guide questions for the quiz

Have students clear their desks leaving the Quiz, a pencil, and the student's notes on the chapters required. 

Allow the rest of the hour (42 minute periods) to finish their quizzes and then read their novel quietly if finished early. 

Quizzes are turned in on teacher's desk along with notes used. 

(4) Assessment.


Chapters XVI-XXX Quiz

Daily plans

Monday November 18th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (31-35) 

Students recognize how incidents in the story supports the them of Huckleberry Finn growing up and away from his original roots.

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions:

· What is Huck's reaction when he learns that the duke and the king sold Jim back into slavery for $40? How does this trouble Huck's conscience? 

· Part of Twain's artistry is to attack something while not appearing to be attacking it. Explain how he does this in this chapter.

· Throughout the novel we see instances of twain using descriptions of nature to convey a mood of tranquility, beauty, or force. What mood is conveyed in the description at the beginning of Chapter 32?

· Why is Huck surprised that Tom is involved in stealing a slave?

· When Huck hurries to town with Tom, what do they see and what is Huck's reaction? How is this reaction?

· Why does Tom want to make Jim's escape more difficult and time-consuming than it needs to be?

· Some readers criticize Twain for robbing Jim of his humanity in this and the succeeding chapters (34-) and reduced him to a non-entity, a character who is nearly unnecessary, except to serve as the reason for Tom's escape plan. Do you agree?


Activity: Coming of Age Theme


The goal of this activity is to have students recognize how incidents in the story supports the them of Huckleberry Finn growing up and away from his original roots. As with the last activity, Huckleberry Finn meets many different characters and makes comments accordingly. An observational reader will notice that Huck's comments seem to mature and contradict more and more with society's views as the story progresses. This reflects how Huck has grown as a character regardless of how he was supposed to be “sivilized”


Students will again form small groups of 3-4 and create a chart that based off of the coming of age theme found in the novel. For each incident, the group must note the action found in the story by Huck and find a quotation then shows Huck has grown in some way. 


One example is in chapter XV when Huck plays a prank on Jim. Huck understood that he hurt Jim's feelings and apologizes to him even though he felt uncomfortable apologizing to a slave. Quote:

“It was fifteen minutes before I could myself up to go and humble myself to a slave; but I done it, and I warn't ever sorry for it afterward, neither.” Pg. 87

Daily plans

Tuesday November 19th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (36-40) 

Students will recognize how the author may use satire to ridicule and criticize society through subtle or even overt means. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities;

The teacher will begin the lesson by asking, “What is romanticism?” 


Definitions will be asked of students alongside examples of romanticism. Be sure to remind the students that romance novels are not considered romanticism for this lesson.


Shakespeare is a large base for romanticism. What is his most popular romantic play? Romeo 'and Juliet holds a specific part in the novel. Can anyone find this section? 


The section will be brought up in the novel and students will have time to read it. 

The final segment of the novel is organized around Huck’s desire to rescue Jim from the Phelps family farm, a desire soon controlled by the chance arrival of Tom sawyer, the nephew of Mrs. Phelps. since the opening chapters of the novel in which Tom organizes his playmates into bandits along the guidelines of his romantic reading material, mostly involving imagination and pretense, Huck has lived life on the river and come into his own. 


However, with the introduction of Tom, who calls himself Sid Sawyer, so that Huck may assume Tom’s identity, the rescue of Jim is taken over by Tom, using The Count of Monte Cristo, Arabian Nights, and other novels to create “regulations” for rescuing prisoners from dungeons. This part of the adventures presents readers with a close comparison of real and imaginary, truth and fiction. 


Tom wishes to create Jim as a hero by putting him through unnecessary miseries, although those “complications” are a great deal of fun for Tom. Huck is rendered Tom’s idiot, and Jim becomes slave to Tom’s imagination. Twain’s satire reveals the difference between Huck’s real-life adventure surviving along the river, learning important lessons, and growing to manhood and Tom’s book-driven, impractical imaginary adventures that still make him look and behave as a child. The real world wins in this contest, as Tom is shot, Jim acquires heroism by nursing him and assisting the doctor, and Huck proves his friendship to both by getting them the help they need even if he is punished. Failing to grasp that Jim is a husband and father, the boys plan their next adventure in Indian Territory—away from “civilized” people and rules, and, in Huck’s case, Aunt sally’s adoption. 


By the closing chapters of the novel, readers will recognize that although both Huck and Jim have been unwittingly free of their individual slavery for some time, they are improved and humanized by their seeking freedom. Whether or not this pursuit has civilized them is another question.

Activity: Romanticism Theme


Students will have time to define the words “adventure” and “heroism” as Huck would and as Tom would and then compare each boy’s idea of how Jim should be rescued, according 

to these definitions. Who is the hero of this novel, Huck or Jim? List ways in which 

each has proven his heroism.


Definitions between the two boys must be of essay caliber with 1-2 paragraphs each. 

 The teacher will begin a discussion with questions pertaining to the 5 given chapters until the end of class

Questions:

· How does the return of Tom alter the tone of the story?

· Tom's elaborate plans can be seen as merely child's imagination filled with incidents from the books. However, Twain makes a pointed attack in this planning. Where is it directed?

· Why do you think Jim is willing to go along with Tom's plans without fuss?

· To help Jim escape, Tom wants to do things they way they’ve always been done, even if tradition doesn’t make logical sense. How were other characters in the novel similar?

· Two different types of morality are demonstrated in the novel. Contrast Huck’s morality with Tom’s. How are they different? Explain the origins of each of the boys’ sense of morality? 

(4) Assessment.


Reading check at the beginning of class with 3-4 questions.

Daily plans

Wednesday November 20th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals;

 The student will understand the events in the chapters of the novel (41-43) 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;


Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Pencil

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Class will begin with a reading check given out to the students. 5-7 minutes will be given to complete the check. 

After all reading checks are finished and passed in, students will come into the classroom and have time to ask any questions about the 5 assigned chapters.

The teacher will begin a discussion with specified questions pertaining to the 3 given chapters until the end of class.

Questions:

· Huck Finn is a thirteen-year-old boy. Why does Twain use a child as the center of consciousness in this book?

· Discuss the use of the river as a symbol in the novel. 

· Consider the role of lying in the book. Why is there so much lying? Is this an “immoral” book?

· Jim unselfishly gives up his freedom so they can get a doctor for Tom. Does this act seem consistent with Jim’s character? Why does he do it? Describe one other instance in the novel where Jim is unselfish. 

· At the end of the novel Huck wants to escape so Aunt Sally will not try to “sivilize” him. How has the meaning of the word “sivilize” changed for Huck? In what way has Huck grown as a character in the novel? 

*Involve discussion questions that may not have been brought up on previous days. *

Daily plans

Thursday November 21st, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals; 

Have read and understand content found in chapters XXXI-XLIII

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students have 5 minutes to study their study guide questions for the quiz

Have students clear their desks leaving the Quiz, a pencil, and the student's notes on the chapters required. 

Allow the rest of the hour (42 minute periods) to finish their quizes and then read their novel quietly if finished early. 

Quizzes are turned in on teacher's desk along with notes used. 

(4) Assessment.

Chapters XXXI-XLIII Quiz

Daily plans

Friday November 22nd, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals; 

Students will study and discuss important events and themes found in the novel.

Students will use  time in class to effectively study for the test. 

Students will understand the content that will be found on the test. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Copy of the novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students will come in to class and take their seats. 

Graded quizzes will be passed out to each student and time will be given in class for reading, writing on the review sheet, and any questions the students may have about the book and class.

We will go over the themes of the novel, the vocabulary, the events, and the characters in the novel.

 A game of  Huck Finn Jeopardy will then be played until the end of class with two teams answering questions of varying difficulty. 

(4) Assessment. 


Test Review

Daily plans 

Monday November 25th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals; 

Have read and understand content found in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain, thoroughly enough to take a test effectively. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students have 5 minutes to study their study guide questions for the test.

Have students clear their desks leaving the Quiz, a pencil, and the student's notes on the chapters required. 

Allow the rest of the hour (42 minute periods) to finish their tests and then allow the students to read a specified reading for the next class unit.

Tests are turned in on teacher's desk along with notes used. 

(4) Assessment. 


Huckleberry Finn Test 1

Daily plans 

Tuesday November 26th, 2013

(1) Specific learning goals; 

Have read and understand content found in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain, thoroughly enough to take a test effectively. 

(2) Materials, equipment and/or resources;

Pencil

Extra paper

Notes

(3) Student and teacher activities;

Students have 5 minutes to study their study guide questions for the test.

Have students clear their desks leaving the test, a pencil, and the student's notes on the chapters required. 

Allow the rest of the hour (42 minute periods) to finish their tests and then allow the students to read a specified reading for the next class unit.

Tests are turned in on teacher's desk along with notes used. 

(4) Assessment. 


Huckleberry Finn Test 2


